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For the 2026 edition of ArtGenève, Galerie Espace_L presents a solo show by Jan Steenman. 

Jan Steenman, a sculptor of Dutch and Swedish origin, was born in Geneva in 1994 and 

currently works from his studio in the Quartier des Bains.  

He trained at the Royal Academy of Art, The Hague (KABK, Netherlands, Bachelor, 2018) and at 

HEAD Geneva (Master in Visual Arts, 2022). His work has been exhibited in major public and 

private institutions: the Musée Ariana acquired Biface I for the exhibition Liberté Conditionnelle 

(2024–2025), and Veritas Humanum Est was presented in the courtyard of the Palais de Justice 

as part of the third HeART Biennale in Geneva. His work has also been shown at KunstRAI 

Amsterdam and the Palm Springs Art Museum (California). In September 2024, his series 

Evanescence was presented during Nuit des Bains at Olizane – Contemporary Art Space in 

Geneva, and one of his sculptures was exhibited at the 2025 edition of ArtGenève with Galerie 

Espace_L. A former resident at Het HEM Contemporary Art Centre (The Netherlands, 2019), he 

will participate in a residency at the European Ceramic Workcentre (EKWC, The Netherlands) in 

May 2026. 





« Mutualisme » 

His new series, Mutualisme, is inspired by mycorrhizal networks : the filaments connecting plants 

and fungi in nature, to explore how beings can coexist in mutually beneficial relationships, 

beyond the boundaries of a strictly defined self. 

The ten sculptures, made in glazed ceramic, materialize these interactions: three triptychs of 

large wall-mounted pieces and a central performative sculpture. The organic, complex 

surfaces suggest living networks, filaments, and cellular structures, where each element 

supports and influences the others, illustrating the dissolution of individuality within an 

interconnected system. 

In the central performative piece, the artist will physically inhabit the sculpture, embodying 

these networks and creating a direct dialogue between body and material. The performance, 

taking place during the fair, reveals the living, transformable nature of ceramic and promises an 

immersive, unprecedented experience. Beyond the performative aspect, Steenman’s works 

invite the viewer to reflect on the invisible dynamics that structure life and perception, on the 

fluidity of identity, and on the profound interconnection of all elements of existence. 





 

The sculptures presented in Mutualism appear as the visible manifestations of a broader system, whose 

essential part remains invisible, subterranean, in motion. They unfold a single line of research across 

different scales, without hierarchy or fixed center. Each sculpture can be apprehended individually, while 

belonging to a shared conceptual ensemble founded on transformation. 

It is within this network of interdependence that the exhibition explores the notion of mutualism: a 

biological interaction in which several organisms coexist and derive reciprocal benefit from their 

relationship. Mycorrhizae, associations between plant roots and fungal filaments, constitute a 

fundamental form of this. Plants provide sugars produced through photosynthesis; in return, fungi 

facilitate access to water and nutrients. This relationship is based on exchange and adaptation, without 

fusion or domination. 

These exchanges are made possible by microscopic filaments called hyphae, which compose the 

mycelium. The mycelium is not an object, but an expanding network characterized by exploration and 

irregularity. This logic is manifested in the sculptures, which develop through extensions, branching, and 

zones of respiration. Volumes are organized through contacts and tensions, without any predominant 

point of view. Each sculpture appears as a transitory state, the provisional crystallization of an ongoing 

process. 

Made in ceramic, these works push the medium toward configurations of lightness and tension. Air plays 

a determining role; the structures sometimes seem to hold together by the bare minimum. The surfaces, 

traversed by fine textures and micro-structures, evoke a world situated between the microscopic and the 

cosmic, where the human scale ceases to be a central reference. 

At the center, a performative sculpture takes up the same formal principles. Only upon a second look 

does a presence reveal itself. Two eyes appear. The sculpture is inhabited. 

In this work entitled Numinous, the artist’s body is concealed within the form. It is neither subject nor 

center, but enters into direct relation with the material, in a state of prolonged immobility. Body and 

sculpture operate according to a principle of mutualism: the material envelops and constrains, while the 

human presence activates the work from within. The viewer, believing themselves to be observing, 

discovers that they are engaged in a relationship of reciprocal presence. 

The term numinous here designates an experience that exceeds language and immediate 

interpretation. A presence imposes itself, suspending habitual reflexes of understanding, close to that 

sudden sensation of being looked at by the world, without any identifiable human subject. Perception 

then ceases to be an act of mastery and becomes an experience of openness, a state of sensitive 

availability in which the work acts directly upon the gaze and the body. 

In Mutualism, the artist’s body is neither external to the work nor placed above it. It dissolves into the 

sculptural process, integrated into the material as an active element among others. The boundaries 

between sculpture, body, and gaze blur in favor of a relational experience, in which existence is defined 

by connections, visible or invisible.
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Works list - Mutualisme 

Jan Steenman

Nanobiome I 

Glazed ceramic 

105 x 33 x 39 cm 

Spore 

Glazed ceramic 

70 x 30 x 18 cm 

Hyphe I 

Glazed ceramic 

80 x 42 x 26 cm 

Spinal 

Glazed ceramic 

115 x 33 x 24 cm 

Hyménium II 

Glazed ceramic 

65 x 45 x 26 cm 

Hyménium I 

Glazed ceramic 

65 x 42 x 22 cm 

Hyphe II 

Glazed ceramic 

40 x 23 x 14 cm 

Nanobiome II 

Glazed ceramic 

40 x 18 x 20 cm 

Hyphe III 

Glazed ceramic 

40 x 20 x 16 cm 

Numineux 

Glazed ceramic 

58 x 70 x 43 cm 

(Plinth : 125 x 51 x 62 cm) 
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